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ADAM McCULLOCH.
['Te accompany bill H R, No. 61+

Marcu 3. 1845,

Mr. Sneparn Cary, from the Committee of Claims, made the following
REPORT:

The Committce of Claims, to whom was referred ile petition of Adam Mc-
Cullock, report :

‘That 1t appears the United States have built a light-house npon Goat
island, in the State of Maine, and that the title to snici‘ island is claimed by
Adam McCulloch. ‘The extent and merits of the claim are set forth by the
annexed papers.

The committee report, herewith, a bill for the relief of Adam McCulloch,
providing for the payment o him of the sum of $300 from the treasury of
the United States, if the Secretary of the T'reasury shall be satisfied that said
McCulloch has a good title to said Goat island, and will convey it to the
nited States for that sum.

No. 1.

To the honorable Senate und House of Representatives in Congress as-
sembled :

'The undersigned would respectfully represent:

That the * Plymouth company,” to which the whole of New England
was granted by King James I, in 1606, granted to John Dye and others,
in 1630, a tract of land forty miles square, called Laconia, or Lygonia, in
which territory Cape Porpoise was included. This grant subsequently
cane into the possession of Sir Alexander Rigby; and in 1646, the “gov-
ernor general and commissioners of the American plantations” (a court
having competent jurisdiction) declared the territory, with the right of gov-
ernment, to be lawfully Rigby’s.

In 1651, George Cleave, (see pnper marked A,) ageut of Rigby, granted to
uregory Jetfery two hundred acres of land, and three islands in Cape Por-
poise; oneof which was Goatisland. After Maine and Massachusetts were
united under one govermment, all grants of land made by Cleave were con-
sidered valid. The town of Cape Porpoise (afierwards Arundel, now Ken-
nebnnkport) was deserted in 1659, in couseqnence of Indian wars, and was
not resetiled till about tweuty five years afierwards, when the old land-
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marks having become obliterated, it became necessary to run out the sev-
eral granted lots anew. In 1727, (as will appear by paper marked B,) John
Jefery, scn of Gregory, had the two hundred acres of land laid out to him,
which were granted to Giregory by Cleave at the same time with the islands.
The same reason not existing for ranning out the islands, no mention was
made of them when the other portions of the grant were again laid out.

September, 1796, John Jeflery and Benjamin Jeffery, (descendauts and
heirs of the said John Jeffery. to whom the two hundred ucres of land were
laid out in 1727.) who thei tived upon and owned the above-mentioned tvwo
hundred acres. deeded Goat islaud to Hugh McCulloch, futher of the un-
dersigned.

In 1834, Hugh M~Cullacls beitig dead, the superintendent of light-houses
for this district offered to purchuse of the undersigned (who was the oldest
son, and subsequently administrator e bonis non of the estate of said Hugh)
the said Goat island, if he would give the United States s wairanty deed ;
but not being able to find the decd to his father, and the sstate of his father
heing insolvent, he declined doing it.  The superintendent ultimately took
a quit-claim deed from the agents of thie States of Massachusetts and Maine,
for which he paid nothing ; and the money which was appropriated for the
purchase of the island was returned to the treasury of the United States.

"The undersigned, being duly authorized by the judge of probate for the
county of York to make sale of the real estate belonging to the estate of
Hugh McCulloch, purchased the islund himse!f.

If certain contemplated improvements shonld be made in (‘ape Porpoise
hartor, Goat island weuld probably become valuable for a fishing stand, for
which it was originally purchased ; that business being extensively carried on
there, and on the increase.  The United States government, however, having
erected a light-house on the island, the undersigned 1s now willing to exe-
cute a good and sufficient deed to the United States, rather than to eject the
light house keeper by aid of our State courts.  Ie therefore prays your fion-
orable body that an appropriation be made 1o pay for said Goat island,

ADAM McCULLOCH.

Kennesenk; Alay 7, 1814,

No. 2.

I, Charles Bradbury, of Kennebunkport, county of York, and St of
Maine, having written and published the History of Kennebunkpo ¢ und
having been appointed by the governor of this State to superintend the
copying of the early records of Maine, hereby certify that, from a carefnl
examination of the said records, and from an attentive perusai of the eurly
history of this State, Massachnsetts and Maine never had any title to Gioat
island, situated in Cape Porpoise harbor, on which a light-house was erected
in 1834 ; nor did they ever claim to have any title to any of thie islands on
the western shore of Maine, till (for the purpose of enabling the United
States to crect the light-house in 1834) they quit their title to Goat island
to the United States; nor have they since that time claimed any other
islands on this shore, to which they would have equal right ; yuany of which
are very valuable,

I also certify that T knew John Jeffery and Benjamin Jetfery, who decded
Cioat island to Hugh McCulloch ; and that they cwned and resided on the
lund held by thein by virtue of the same grant by which Goat island was
helden ; and that John Hovey, the justice before whom the deed was ac-
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knowledged, was my grandfather, with whose writing 1am well acquainted,
and the signature on that deed purporting to be his is genuine. | further
certify that | was auctioneer at the sale of the real estate of Hugh McCnl-
loch, deceased, and that Goot island was bought by Adam McCulloch, son
of said Hugh, and administrator on his estate; and that the sale was ac-
cording to law,
CHARLES BRADBURY.

York, ss. May 7, 1844 :

Personally appeared the said Charles Bradbury, and mode oath that the
above certificate by him subscribed is, te ihe best of his knowledge and be-
sief, true.  Before me,

ANDREW LUGUES,
Justice of the Peace.

——r

A.

Be it known by these presents yt I, George Cleave, Gent. Ag* for
Coionell Alexand® Riggby, President & Proprietor for y¢ Province of
Laconia, do, by authority derived from ye s! President, give, grant, bar-
gam,-sell, & confirm unto Gregory Jefferie Two hundred acres of land,
together in y© Village of Cape Porpus, by the Bounds herein expressed ;
that is to say, to begiu at the South West side of the Lot of Land granted to
John Bush, & now assured & confirmed to Richard Moore, & from
the southwest side of that Lott to run Fourscore Pole Breadth Southwest-
erly towards Cape Porpus & from the sea Banke is to run Norewestwardly
Four Hundred Poles; all the marsh Ground in the said Four Hundred
Poles in Breadth between the sea & the wood side, to be contained in this
Grant for & in Consideration of y* Rent of Five Shillings yearly, to be
paid unto y* sd. President, or his Heirs forever, or to any of their Agents
or Rentgatherers; the said Rent to be paid every Year upon the First day
of November for Services & Demands, with Fealty, as is expressed, in all
other grants.  And I alsoe, the <aid George Cleave, do grant & conlirme
unto the s' Jeffery & his Heirs for ever, besides w! is herein forneerly
expressed, the Inheritance & Possession of three Small Islands in Cape
Porpus Harbeur—the one of them named the Folly Island, & the other
called the Goat Island, on the East side, and the called Grejne Island
on the West side, together with ten Acres of Marsh Giround in the great
marsh betwixt Joseph Bowles, his Lot & the Little River, in some Place not
being formerly grauted, to have & to hould all the s' Land herein ex-
pressed of & from .he s President & his heirs for ever, for the yearly
Rent of Seven Shilings Six Peuce, 1o be paid, as afores’, on the First
of November ; & for non payment, it shuil be always lawful for the Pres-
ident aud his Heirs, Agents or assigns, o distrain for the Rent & arrear
“thereof ; & this Grant 18 to be enrolled in the Book of Enrollmeut, accord-
ing to constitutions & my instructions. In Witness whereof, I have here-
unto set my Hand & Seal this first Day of Ilovember, 1661,

GLEORGE CLEAVE,

Sealed & Delivered m the presence of Rich. Moore, Nic. Bartlet,
(ieorge Hardy, Octob’ 30, 51 vera copia taken pr
ED. RISHWORTH, Record

“
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1, Benjamin J. Hernck, register of deeds for the county of York, in the
State of Mame, hereby certify that the above is a true copy from the first
volume of records of suid county, now in the office of register of deeds,
aud on the 36th and 37th pages of said book.

Attest :
BENJAMIN J. HERRICK, Register.
May 3, 1844.

B.

By vurtue of a deed from George Cleaves unto Richard More, of Cape
Porpous, of four hundred acres of land and marsh, situating and lying In
the ‘T'owanship of Cape Porpous; and, also, two hundred acres from said
Cleaves to Gregory Jeffrey, on the southwest side of s' 400 acres, as
will more fully appear by deeds ; and, also, ten acres of marsh, |, under-
sigaed, have survaied, and run, & laid out, unto Sam! Avery and Jacob
Wildes, as attourneys, to John Jeffery, son of Gregory Jeffrys ; the said land
is buting and bounding, as followeth : begining at the north east corner of
the point of y® grove of pine trees near the lott ajoyning to the Little River,
and there marked a tree on four sides; and from thence south west two
hundred and fourty Rods, and there marked a pitch pine tree ; and from the
see shore a North west course on boath sides 400 Rods, which compleats
the whole 600 acres; the ten of Marsh lies on y* South West side of s' 600
acres of land, Between the Litile River and the North west sice, and the
pines on the South east side, begining at the North east end on the South
west side of said 600 acres, and Ryiuing on a South cours 118 Rods, as will
appear By a marked tree and stakes sat in the Marsh.

SAM'LL WHEELWRIGHT,
Survair of Laud.
ARunDEL, July 27, 1727,

Butred in Arundel Town Book July 28, 1727.
P. THOMAS PERKINS,
Town Clerk.

1, Benjamin Merrill, town clerk of the town of Kennebunkport, in the
the county of York, and State of Maine, (formerly Arundel and Cape Por-
poise,) hereby cextify that the above is a true copy from the records of said
town.

Attest : BENJ. MERRILL,
Town Clerk.

York, o
April 2, 1544,
Thieq personally appeared said Benjamin Merrill, and made oath that the
above certificate, by him signed, is true,
Before me, , CHARLES BRADBURY,
Justice of the Peace.
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No. 3

Know all men by these presents, that we, John Jeffery and Benjamin
Jeffery, of Arandell, iu the county of York und commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, yeomen, in consideration of twenty deitars paid by Hugh MeC'ul.
loch, of Arundell aforesaid, trader, the receipt whereof we do hersby ac.
knowledge, do hereby grant, sell, and convey unto the said Hugh McCul.
loch und his heirs, two certain islands, known and called by the names of
Folly island and Goat island, lying in Arundell, and at the mouth of
Caporpus harbor :

To have and to hold the same to the said Hugh McCulloch, with all the
privileges and appurtenances to the same belonging, to him and his heirs
forever. And we do covenant with the said Hugh McCulloch, his heirs
and ussigns, that we are lawfully seised in fee of the premises; that '+
are free and clear of all incumbrances; that we have good rightt . und
convey the same to the said McCulloch in manuer aforesaid ; and that we
and our heirs will warrant and defend the same to the said McCulloch, his
heirs and assigns, forever, against the lawful claims and demands of all
persons whatever.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hand and seal this twenty-
second day of September, anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and

ninety-six.
JOHN JEFFERY.
BENJAMIN JEFFERY.

her
HANNAH x JEFFERY.
mark
Signed, sealed, and dc..vered, in presence of
Anprew Brown,
Joer CLurr.

York, ss: September 26, 1796.
"Then the within named John Jeflery personally appeared and acknow-

ledged this instrument by him signed to be his free deed.
Before JOHN HOVEY, J P.

No. 4.

1, Joseph Tarbox, of Kennebunkport, in the county of York and State
of Maine, aged 76 years, do depose, testify, and say: 'l..at [ have lived on
"T'rot’s island, on the northeasterly side oiy Cape Porpoise harbor, and con-
tiguous to Goat island, (at low water,) for 28 years last past; and previous
10 that, L lived in the vicinity of said harbor ; that i was well acquainted
with Hugh McCulloch, esq., as I worked for him, more or less, for six yeais;
that he owned Goat and Folly islands when I worked for him, and let one
Bradbury Perkius set up a fish stand, and build a store and make fish on
them. He said he bought them of Benjamin and John Jeffery. 1 further
say that I never heard any other person claim said islands, or Mr. McCul-
loch’s title disputed. '

s
JOSEPI x TARBOX,
marh
Witness, Josnua Herrick,
Hannau F. HErrick.
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S. are or MasNE, York county, ss:

Personally appeared the above-named Joseph Tarbox, and made solemn
oath to the truth of the above deposition by him subscribed. Before e,
J. HERRICK,
Justice of the Peace.
ArriL 25, 1844,

1 certify that I am well acquainted with the above-named Joseph Tar-
box, and believe him to be a man of good character, and strictly honest.
JOSHUA HERRICK.
KEeNNEBUNKPORT, April 25, 1842,

No. 5.

1, Eunice Perkins, ef Kennebunkport, in the county of York, and State
of Maine, of lawful age, do depose, testify, and say: That, for more than
thirty years, I resided at Cape Porpoise, in said Kennebunkport, where 1
owned a large tract of land including several islands in the harbor of Cape
Porpoise; that Folly and Goat islands, (on the last of which a light-house
has recently been built,) next adjoining those owned by me, were generally
believed to belong to Hugh McCulloch, esq., and, to my own knowledge,
were always claimed by him, as having been purchased of John and Ben-
Jamin Jeffrey ; and that it was believed that a person who occupied one of
them several years, did so by consent of Mr. McCulloch; and that I have
no doubt that these islands actually belonged to him, and that no other per-

son had any claim to them.
EUNICE PERKINS.

StaTE 0oF MAINE, York county, ss :

Fersonally appeared the above-named Eunice Perkins, and made solemn
oath 0 the truth of the above deposition by her subscribed. Before me,
JOSHUA HERRICK,
Justice of the Peace quorum unis.
Arri 21, 1842,

1 further certify thit the within written Bunice Perkins is a person of
the first respectability and credibility, and that her testimony in the case in
point would be considered, where she is known, as more important than
that of any other person.

JOSHUA HERRICK.

KennepuNgrorT, Aoril 21, 1842,
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